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Getting Married

at

All Saints Anglican Church

Birkenhead

Some information 

for the Bride and Groom

A WELCOME
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As you make plans to be married I want to wish you both every blessing. My duty as Vicar is to help you make this the most wonderful occasion for you, your partner and your respective families.

All arrangements relating to getting married in the Church must be made through me, and nothing is to take place within the service or the Church without the Vicar’s prior agreement.

MAKING A BOOKING 

The first and most important action is to contact the Vicar and check the date and time you would like to book for the Wedding. Once entered into the Vicar’s “Wedding Book” this date becomes definite. Should you wish to change your mind regarding date or time, or even cancel the booking altogether, or should your address or phone number change, PLEASE contact the Vicar in the first instance.
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Once the booking is made the Vicar will ask you both to attend a meeting to discuss all the specifics of the Wedding Service – and all other matters relating to that will be thoroughly covered.  The topics will include:  readings, hymns or songs, musicians and flowers, photographers etc
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At the meeting with the Vicar you will be given a booklet with includes all the Marriage Services.  Wording in the services can be adjusted or personalized but as you are seeking a Christian Wedding, this focus can not be changed.

WEDDING REHEARSAL   

[image: image4.wmf]Without a rehearsal mistakes can easily happen that can spoil the day. Therefore the Vicar will ask you, and everyone involved in the wedding ceremony, to attend a rehearsal a few days before the wedding. If you are getting married on a Saturday, the Vicar will want the rehearsal on the previous Tuesday. (This is because tension rises in the week before the Wedding, and having the rehearsal early on, lowers anxiety and is a major task to get out of the way!)

WEDDING PREPARATION

The Vicar will give you some material relating to marriage and 

ask you to work through this with your partner, and return for 

[image: image5.wmf]a discussion before the Wedding.  This is well worth doing as you are investing in a life-long relationship!

FLOWERS

We have some experienced ladies who can do the church flowers for you to the colour scheme chosen by the Bride. People often find this more convenient as our ladies know where everything is, and which vases work in our space. The Vicar will discuss the cost of this with you.

ORGANIST        

We can provide an Organist for your wedding. You are also welcome to have a small musical group of your own choosing and some couples like to place a favourite piece of music on a CD while they sign the marriage register. 

CONFETTI

We only permit biodegradable material such as rice or flower petals to be used outside the Church. If any foil, or similar products are used, we will have to charge you a fee to get the area professionally cleaned.

RE-MARRIAGE

The Anglican Church does allow the re-marriage of divorced persons.  Because we know that couples desire this marriage to be a life-long relationship. the Vicar encourages all people who are re-marrying, to give careful consideration as to whether or not they have adequately dealt with any unresolved issues from the previous relationship. If you wish, the Vicar can refer you to someone who can help with this.

MARRIAGE LICENCE

Before a marriage can take place a Marriage License must be obtained from the Registrar of Marriages.  As a number of family details are required it is a good idea for you both to make the application.

There is a statutory delay of about 4 days between applying for and receiving the License. As the License is valid for three months the Vicar advises couples to obtain the License well in advance. All copies given to you must be given to the Vicar for safekeeping.  The Vicar cannot perform any Marriage until they have sited the Marriage License.
USE OF THE CHURCH BY OTHER DENOMINATIONS

The basic rule is that for a Marriage to be conducted in the Anglican Church the Service must be conducted by an Anglican Priest.

Because of the attractiveness of our Church we do receive requests for couples to be married in the Church by their own Ministers or Pastors, using their own Orders of Service. Regretfully, this is not permitted.

DONATIONS/CONTRIBUTIONS

Apart from the Organist fee and the cost for the flowers, we do have an administration fee to cover all other aspects of arranging your Wedding and the use of the Church. The Vicar will discuss this with you at the first meeting.  The final time for receiving all monies due is at the Wedding Rehearsal.

RIGHT OF REFUSAL

Although this has never happened if a situation arises where it would be out of keeping with the nature of Christian Marriage to proceed with either the arrangements, or even on the day (shock, horror) – the Vicar reserves the right to cancel the proceedings. Such drastic action would only be precipitated if any member of the bridal party were under the influence of alcohol or drugs or acting in a way inappropriate to the occasion.  

TIMEKEEPING

While it is usually for a Bride to be a few minutes late, it is not good manners to keep the Groom, or Guests waiting.  The Vicar, Organist or any other musicians also may have other events to attend on the Wedding Day – so …Please Note: If the Bride is over 20 minutes late without very good reason there will be no ceremony.

INTO THE FUTURE……

BLESSING OF A HOME

There is something very special about the first home a couple shares as husband and wife. The Church recognises the importance of this and has a service for the Blessing of a Home. This can often be part of a house warming occasion and is also appreciated by family and guests. Please ask the Vicar about this.

BAPTISM (CHRISTENING) OF CHILDREN

Once a family begins to arrive it is natural to about their spiritual, as well as their physical welfare. We encourage you to seek Baptism for your children and welcome your inquires. For more information look on our Website at: www.birkenheadallsaints.co.nz

And do think about what values you want your children to have as they grow.  Attending Sunday School gives children both knowledge of the God who created and loves them, and the confidence that comes from having real information to make a choice about in later years. 

CONCLUSION

My intention is to make your Wedding Day the happiest and most memorable occasion of your life. My desire is to see not only the Bride and Groom adequately prepared and equipped for a lasting and enriching married life together, but also to create in the Service an atmosphere of warmth and friendliness when your friends and families will truly rejoice with you in a relaxed and joyful atmosphere.

Please don’t hesitate to ask about any matter of which you may not be sure. I am here to help.

With every blessing for your arrangements and the future.

Diana Court (Vicar)

